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Educating Technion students on Entrepreneurship
Mr. Rafi Nave, Manager of the Technion's Entrepreneurship Center

Abstract: Unlike their US & European colleagues — the Israeli/Technion
students usually start their studies at the age of 22. Furthermore, on the
3" year of studies — most of them start working in the industry for 2 days
a week and many already have families and raise young children. Thus,
they view their studies for the Engineering title as an essential career
enabler, but, make every effort not to undertake any assignment that
is not mandatory. Hence, it is quite a challenge to attract them to sign up for an
Entrepreneurship class, let alone the full 'Minor in Entrepreneurship' track that entails
4 courses. On the other hand, the dynamic industry and market environment implies
that most graduates won't stay long in their profession and hence, the skills taught in
Entrepreneurship education come in very useful in their career evolution.

Q

Rafi Nave is the director of the Technion-wide Entrepreneurship Center, an
interdisciplinary unit designed to provide both frontal and hands-on Entrepreneurship
education. As a Technion alumnus, Nave spent 40 years in Israel's High-Tech
industry, most recently as Senior Vice President of Research and Development at
Given Imaging Ltd., the world leader in non-invasive gastrointestinal tract diagnosis.
He previously served as Chief Technology Officer of Tower Semiconductor Ltd., and
prior to that, spent seven years as Vice President of Research and Development for
NDS Limited (now Cisco-lsrael), the world leader in pay-television systems.
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Dafna Fisher-Gewirtzman is an Architect, a Senior Faculty member and the
Academic Director, of the Visualization laboratory at the Faculty of Architecture &
Town Planning. Her research focus is in the field of Visual analysis and simulation of
urban and architectural space in dense cities and Adaptive reuse architecture. Her
research is generously supported by the lIsraeli Scientific Foundation (ISF). Dafna
published many papers in leading professional Journals, and presented her research
in many international conferences in Europe, North America and Singapore. Dafna
received many prizes and was the recipient for the UNESCO fellowshipSince the
Visualization Laboratory was initiated she integrates the 3D immersion (in virtual
reality) capabilities in the design studio. In recognition of her excellence in academic
teaching, she became a laureate of the prestigious Yanai prize in 2013.
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University LTD - Innovation and Entrepreneurship in the Academia

Mr. Benjamin Soffer, CEO of Technion Technology Transfer

Benjamin Soffer is the Manager of T2 - Technion Technology Transfer
since 2005. The T3 is the private sector's gateway to Technion
innovation, as well as the vehicle for Technion researchers to bring
their innovations to market through facilitation of patents and financial
support. Mr. Soffer is responsible for the establishment of startup
; companies and the commercialization of technologies arising from the
Technlon research. His Experience spans nearly 20 years in the areas of investment,
industry and government in lIsrael, Europe, and the United States. Prior to his
position at the Technion, Mr. Soffer has served on the boards of directors of
numerous high growth companies including - Genegraft, S.L.P Ltd, Regentis
Biomaterials, EORD, Guide-X, Slender Medical. He was also a member of the board
of ILSI-Israel Life Sciences Organization.
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